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This Garettaer is isved on o stondord component of the Nationol Intelligence Survey for
Cuba ond liss officiol stondord nomes approved by the United Stotes Bood on
Nomes. These nomes supinede oll previous decisions on geogrophic nomes in this orea.
This Gozettaer also lists the verionts of official stondard nomes for reference puposes.  These
vorionts are not approved o) standasd nomes,

This Gozetrear will be adequotely mointoined by published revision.

Distribution of this piblication is made by the Centrol Insclligence Agency ond & for
officiol use only.
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FOREWORD

This gazettcer coatains about 44.000 entries for places
and features . Cuba.  The entries include standard
names approved by the Roard on Geographic Names and
unapproved variant names, the latter cross-refcrenced to
the standard namea.  Users of the gazetteer should always
refer to main enlrtes for approved names.

The names in this gazetteer supersede those in all pre-
vious Board lists for the area.

The name coverage corresponds approximately to that
on maps at the scale of 1:50.000. Entries include the
names of first- and second-order administrative divisions,
populated places of all sizes. minor localities and cultural
entities. and a wide variety of physical features.

Interpretation of entries

It has been necessary to express in code numbers and
letters some of the information in the gazetteer In order
to accommodate it to the machine method of tabulation.

Name. — Approved standard names and unapproved
variant names appear in the first column. The variant
names are aiways cross-referenced to the standard names
by use of the word “se¢.” Where part of a name is under-
lined, the use of the part not underlined s optional
Where two or more names are appreved for a festure, each
is identified in parentheses and any or all may be used.
Names that include specific and other elements (except
names of populated places) are alphabetized by specific
part; thus Bahia del Mariel is listed as Mariel, Bahia del.

The acute accent (7). the tilde (7). and the dieresis ()
occur in Cuban names and are used on both capital and
lowercase letters.

In writing Cuban names in capital and lowercase letters
the definite article (el, la, los, las) should be capitalized
when it appears as the first word in the listing of names;
e.g., El Aguacate and El Aji, Arroyo. Otherwise it should
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be writen in lowetcase; e.g., Cafiada, Loma la. Preposi-
tions and conjunctions should also be written in lowercase
letters.

Deslynation. — The secord column contains designa-
tions or abbreviations of designaticns, as listed below.
Since praclically all geographic terms hive varied mean-
ings, the senses in which the designator terms are used
and the range of features to which they are applied in
this gazelteer are staied in the list to reduce mnbiguity.
The distinctions that can be made in a given gazetleer
will vary with the quality of the maps of the area and
with the nature of the entities that are named,

ADMD administrative division (first-order, provincia;
second-order, municipio)
ANCH anchorage

AREA  public land (historically a remnant of generally
undeveloped land. title to which was retained
by ths Crown under the colonial land-grant
system; a tract of relatively unproductive land
having little or no population or economic
development)

BAY bay

BCH beach

BGHT bight (open body of water forming a slight re-
cession in a coastline)

BND stream bend

CAPE cape (scaward end of a projection ! land of
such position and size as lo cause offshore
coastwise shipping to change course)

CAVE cave(s)

CHMN marine channel (channe) between coastal is-

lands, reefs, or shoals. or between an offshore
feature and the mainland. includes tidal
watercourses in marsh or mangrove; deepened
passage through a shallow marine water-
body)



APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2007/02/20:

CNFL
CNLA

CNLD
CNLN

m'

DAM
DCHa

DLTA
DPRM

cliff chigh, steep rock face): bluff thigh, stecp
bank without conspicuous surface rock, facing
& lower area)

confluence (place where two streams flow to-
gether)

aquedurt (canal or conduit used lo carry a mu-
nlcipal water supply)

drainage canal

navigation canal

cove(s)

central (sugar-precessing plant, usually with as-
socialed dwellings and other facllities)

former central (includes sugar mills in various
stages of disuse or ruin with remaining dwell-
ings and other bulldings)

Udal creek (s) (watercourse tidal ina major part
of its length, usually short, wmithout extensive
tribulary  drainage aress. and located in
coastal marsh or other wetland)

dam

ditch mouths (colieclively named places where
several drainage ditches enter the sen)

deita

submarine depression (deeper ares in the floor
of & coastal waterbody)

drainage divch

entrance (opening from the sea into a lagoon
or bay, not necessarily important to naviga-
tion)

estate (large rural ; incliades tracts
of land associated with centrals)

estuary (drowned stream mouth)

waterfail

tidal flat (coastal area alternately submerged
and exposed by tide)

ford (place where a stream may be safely crossed
without & bridge or boat)

forest

fort (defensive structure or works, generally lo-
cated at a harbor entrance, now of little or
no military significance)

GRGE

GULF
HBR

§IER g5
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gorge (relatively narrow, steep-sided part of a
streamcourse)

guly

harbor (body of water providing shelter for
ships)

headland (conspicuously higl piece of land jut-
ting out Into or fronting the sea)

Wil (landlorm of moderate relief and small
summit area)

hiils

hammock (slightly elevated area in a wetland:
characterized by firm, well-drained ground
and by soit and vegetation associated with
good drainage)

Inlet (small elongated indentation in a coast)

lsland

lslands

lake bed (s) (dried up or drained ares of a former
hke.mmhorothermmm;nmhdy)
locality {minor named place or area such as &
flrm.ﬂdd,plnelo!lnemteoruthuhnd-
holding, road junction, religious site, or place
otmlum,aunlc.hmuloromerinmm:
mmzuunwmmawwm;
exact identity usually obecure. ‘Where the
nmelocnttymmclsappwmlwoorm
nearby piaces, the name is assumed 1o refer
mm«mm«wmmmynmer
thnntomumplemuusmdhmmthe
gazelteer only once)

landing

lagoon (waterbody slong a coast, largely or
whollycutoarrommeaubynbnrubuch
or fringe of mangrove)

Iake

intermittent lake

lighthouse

mesa (flat or nearly fiat landform less extensive
than a plateau and separated from lower sur-
rounding land by abrupt slopes)
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MGV

MNMT
MNS
MRSH

MTS
PASS

PCLI

PLN

PND
PPL
PPLL

PPLQ
PPLX

RDGE

RICT
RKSL
RKW

mangrove swamp (wetland with predominant
mangrove vegelation)

mine

monument

mines

marsh (wetland characturized by grasses or bush
vegetation and few or no trees)

mountain (landform of conspicuous relie{ and
small summit area)

mountains, mountain range

pass (way over, through, or between mountains
or other high land)

independent political entity (republic)

peninsula

peak (separately named summit on a larger
elevation)

flood plain (place where a stream overflows and
deposits sedimentary materials, commonly in
its lower course before it reaches the sea or
other waterbody)

pond. pond and lake bed

nonds

populated place (city, town, village, settlement)

populated locality (named place or area similar
1o a locality but with a small group of dwell-
ings or other buildings)

abandoned populated place

section of populated place (limited to parts of
the larger cities and towns. May include
some entities outside the legal limits of the
populated place)

point (relatively minor projection of land ‘nto
a waterbody, or its extremity)

ridge

reef(s) (offshore consolidated rock hazard to
navigation with a least depth of 10 fathoms or
less)

railroad junction

rocks on land

rock in water

railroad station
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RSTP

SALT

SDL

SEA
SHOL

SPA

SPNG
SPUR

STRT

8SVNS
SWMP

VAL
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railroad stop (generally a sugarcane loading
place)

reservoir (large artificially impounded body of
water)

salinal.) (salt-evaporation ficld, usually diked
and ditched)

saddle (moderately lower place between two
summits or other high places on a ridge or
mountain)

sea

shoal(s) (offshore aazard to navigation with a
least depth of 10 fathoms or less, composed of
unconsolidated material)

spa (resort associated with mineral or thermal
waters)

springs

spur (sloping ridge extending laterslly from a
mountain or other elevation)

stream (river or other running fresh waterbody,
perennial in all or a part of its course)

distributary

headwaters (two or more collectively named
minor tributaries at the source of a larger
stream)

intermittent stream (stream, r:o part of which
is indicated as perennial)

strearn mouth

section of stream (separately named part of a
continuous stream not necessarily delt.nited
by significant confluences)

strait (relatively narrow water passage connect-
ing larger bodies of water)

savanna (grassland with scattered trees; gen-
erally a plain)

SAVAnnas

swamp (wetland, generally with trees)

terrace (broad. more or less level surface mod-
erately elevated above an adjacent suriace®

valley (includes canyons and basins drained by
more than one stream)
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WTCQ

abandoned watercourse (former course of a
stream)

Latitude and longitude. -- The third and fourth col-
umns indicate geographic coordinates, with longitude
based on Greenwich. Coordinates were generally read
to the nearest minute and are for finding purposes only.
For precise location, large-scale maps should be used.

Coordinates were read at the map symbol for populated
places and other entities occupying limited sites, at the
mouths or lower ends of streams, at one end of canals,
at the summits of mountains and hills, at the extremi-
ties of capes and points. and near the centers or mid-
points of most other features.

Area number. — The number in the fifth column indi-
cates the province or other administrative unit in which
the place or featuie is located, as listed below:

72300 Cuba (general) ’ 72340 Las Villus
72310 Pinar del Rio 72350 Camagiiey
72320 La Pabana (includ- | 72360 Oriente
ing the Isle of i 72361 United States Naval
Pines) f Base (Guantan-
72330 Matanzas i amo Bay)

The general number (72300) is used for international
features and for features in two or more administrative
units.

Locational reference. — A number other than 00 in the
lest column indicates a map on which the feature may
be located by its standard name or a 1ecognizable variant
of its standard name.

01 Cuba 1:50,000, ICCC E723, Instituto Cubano de Car-
tografia y Catastro, Havana, 1957-60.

02 Atlas Censo 1953, Oficina Nacional de los Censos
Demografico y Electoral, Havana; various scales.

03 Carta Militar de la Repiblica de Cuba, Estado Mayor
del Ejército y Cuartel General del Ejército Constl-
tucional, Havana, 1941; scale 1:100,000.

CIA-RDP01-00707R000200050009-3

04 Mapa INIT de Cuba, Instituto Naclonal de ia Indus-
tria Turistica. Havana, 1962; scuie 1:952,380.

05 Hydrographic charts, United States }Naval Oceano-
graphic Office, Washington:; various dates and
scales.

The code 00 is used for cross-references and for stand-
ard names found only on references other than those
listed above.

Glossary of generic terms

The following terms occur in the standard names listed
in the gazetleer. The meanings given include those sup-
ported by application to features named in the gazetteer,
whether or not these meanings are given in dictionaries.

abra gorge

acueducto aqueduct, reservoir

albufera cove

alto(s) hill(s), mountain(s)

ancladero anchorage

apeadero, apeadero

de ferrocarril railroad stop

archipiélago islands

arenales beach

arrecife(s) reef (s)

arroyo stream, intermittent stream, tidal
creek

bahia bay, cove, inlet

bajio reef

bajo(s) shoal(s), reef(s), coral reef(s)

banco(s) shoal(s), reef(s)

boca stream mouth, entrance, inlet, ma-
rine channel, confluence, estu-
ary, cove, bay. bight

bocaron bay

becas marine channel

bolson bay

hoqueson marine channel

boguitas ditch mouths

brazo stream, intermittent stream
caballete ridge
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cabeza
cabezadas
cabezo(s)
cabo
caleta(s)
caleton
canada
canal

canalizo
canon
cantera(s)
castillo
caveria
cayito
cayots)

cavuelois)

cvia

central
CErTO(s)
charco

clenaga
compania agricola
cordillera
cortets)
cuchilla(s)
cuenca

cuesta
cueva(s)

delta
derramadero/s)
desembarcadero
embaise
embarcadere
ensenada
entrada
entronque
estacion

island. reei. shoal(s)

headwaters

reef(s). shoal(s)

cape

coves(s). bighs

COVe

stream, intermittent stream

dramnage canal, navigation canal,
drainage ditch, marine channel,
distributary

marine channel

canvon. valley

mine(s)

fort

islands

hammock

island sy,
reef, hill

island (s)

hiil. peak

sugar central

hill(s). mountain(s)

pond

marsh, mangrove swamp, lake

estate

hilles). nidge

drainage ditchies)

hitlis). vidge

valley

mountain

cave(s)

deita

tloodplain

landing

reservoir

landing

cove, bay, bight, inlet

cove

railroad junction

railroad station

hammock. peninsula,
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estern

esterén
estribo
taro
fondeadero
fuerte
fundo
golfo
hacienda
hato
laberinto
lago
laguna(s)

loma(s)
lomerio
lomita
marismas
médano(s)
mesa
mina(s)
mogote(s)
monte(s)
monumento
mor-illo
muelle(s)
municipio

nacimiento
paradero
pasa

paso
peladas

petias
peninsula
pefién
pico
piedra(s)
pinales
playa

tidal creek, estuary, inlet, lagoon.
marsh. pond, cove, bay, stream

tidal creek

ridge, hill, spur

lighthouse

anchorage

fort

estale

gulf

cstate

estate

islands

pond

lagoon, pond(s). lake. 1narsh,
swamp, mangrove swamp

hill(s). mountain(s). ridge, terrace

ridge. mouritains

il

mangrove swamp

island (s). reef(s), shoal(s)

mesa

mine(s)

hill(s), mountain(s), island(s)

hill{s). mountain(s)

monument

hill, island

landing

second-order administrative divi-
sion

springs. headwaters

railroad stop

marire channel

marine channel. pass, ford

mountains

cliff

peninsula

headland

hill. mountain, peak

hill(s). rock¢s) in water

pine {forest

beach
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poza

pozo
provincia
puerto

punta
quebrado
rada
realengo(s)
rincén

rio

roca
ruinas
sabana(s)
salina(s)
salto
sierra(s)

silla
subida
surgidero
terrenos
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cove

headwaters

first-order administrative division

harbor, entrance, landing. marine
channel, cove, bay

point, cape

marine channel}

anci.orage

public land

cove

stream, intermittent stream,
stream sectlon, drainage ditch,
stream mouth, tida] creek

rock In water, island

ruins of a former central

savanna(s)

salina(s), tidal flat

waterfall

hili(s), mountain(s), mountain
range, ridge

saddle. mountain

spur

anchorage

estate

CIA-RDPO01-00707R000200050009-3

teta(s) hill(s)

torno stream bend
torrenter.s marine channel

valle valley

zanja drainage ditch, stream

Additional name list

The following publications contain names not included
in this gazetteer und may be helpful as finding lists,
though the additional names in them a:» not necessarily
those that would be approved by the Board as standard
names:
1. Indice de la Carta Militar de la Repiidlica de Cuba,
Estado Mayor General del Ejército, Havana, 1942,

2. Nomenclalor Provisional de la Provincia de Las Vil-
las, Instituto Nacional de Reforma Agraria, Sec-
cién de Carlografia, Havana, 1961,

Reporting of errors

It is requested that all who use this gazetteer aid in
its correction for future printings by reporting errors to
the Board on Geographic Names, Department of the In-
terior, Washington 25, D.C. A statement of the source
of the correct information will be helpful.

Geogrophic nomes or their spellings do not necessarily reflect
recognition of the political status of on area by the United States

Governmen.
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